Epreuve écrite

Anybody reaching 50 naturally likes to reflect a bit on their achievements and
failures. So it is with the European Union, which marks the 50 anniversary of the

The fact is that the EU is caught up in a mid-life crisis The biggest problem is
economic: European economies have a record of lamentably low growth and high
unemployment. This is hardly the EU’s fault—the blame lies more with national
sovernments—but it makes it hard to drum up much popular affection for the union’s
Institutions. Indeed, economic ills make voters suspicious not only of globalisation

Does this sombre mood say the project has failed? Not at all. Its early decades were
Spectacularly successful. The 50 years before the Treaty of Rome included two world
wars and a great depression. The 50 years since have brought peace and prosperity on a
scale unimaginable in Eur pe's history. This process culminated in 2004 in the

up. Most pointedly, the gains were greatest in the three countries that fully opened up
their labour markets to mj grant workers from the new members: Britain, Ireland and
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