EXAMEN DE FIN D’ETUDES SECONDAIRES GENERALES
Sessions 2023 — QUESTIONNAIRE ECRIT

Date : 15.09.23 Durée : 13:30-16:30 Numéro candidat :

Discipline : Section(s) :

Anglais GED / GSH / GSI

PART I: READING (20 marks)

Copy only the numbers / letters / words asked for onto your answer sheets. Do not copy questions!

TEXT 1: The radical power of hanging out

Some of my fondest memories of friends should, by rights, be entirely forgettable. There was that time we
took our books to the park and dozed. The time we sat by the sea drinking coffee, watching the waves. The
time we assembled my flatpack furniture, ordered a pizza and watched TV.

Fifteen years ago, these open-ended hangs were effortless and my social life flowed with only the lightest
steer. Fast-forward to now, and often the best | can manage is a quick drink after work. No one, myself
included, is ever free to just hang out.

The author and academic Sheila Liming wants us to find the time — or, more precisely, to reclaim it. Her
new book, Hanging Out: The Radical Power c¢f Killing Time is partly a tribute to the pleasures of idling with
others and partly a manifesto to “take back our social lives from the deadening whirl of contemporary life”.
There is a desire, she says, “for more casual interactions that don’t have a lot of ‘objectives’” associated
with them, where there is nothing in particular you're trying to get out of it”.

Liming proposes a return to hanging out, defining it as: “any time that you find yourself killing time in the
presence of others ... It can be something really informal, like sitting on your friend’s sofa and having a cup
of tea.”

Rather than a particular activity, it is an approach to socialising. For her, the gold standard was modelled by
a colleague who invited Liming and her partner over for lunch. When they called to say that they were 20
minutes away, their host responded with enthusiasm, saying he would get started with the food. Then he
asked: who was calling, sorry? Liming’s friend was willing to make lunch for anyone with his phone
number.

This was several years ago, she adds. “A lot has changed.” These days it may feel like we don’t have time
for lunch at all, let alone to prepare it for friends who drop by. What free time people do have is mostly
spent watching television — perhaps because we find ourselves too exhausted to do anything else.

The pandemic hasn’t helped. “It's like those muscles that | had previously strengthened through social
interactions were flabby,” Liming says. Indeed, many people report that their circles have shrunk since
Covid-19 — a YouGov survey last year found that 40% of Britons aged 16 and over had lost contact with
some of their friends.

Yet amid this reported epidemic of loneliness, there is increased understanding that relationships are
essential to our mental and physical wellbeing. It is also about letting go of expectation. Hanging out
doesn’t always have to mean “a perfect party scenario or gathering; it can be just OK”.
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