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EXAMEN DE FIN D’ETUDES SECONDAIRES CLASSIQUES
Sessions 2023 — QUESTIONNAIRE ECRIT

Date : 16.05.23 Durée : 14:15 - 16:45 Numeéro candidat :
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l. Task 1: Reading comprehension (10 marks)

For better or worse, billionaires now guide climate policy

They are not elected to any office. But in the fight against global warming, the world’s billionaires
have more influence than many heads of state.

As governments struggle to move quickly to contain greenhouse gases, ultrawealthy investors and
philanthropists are increasingly grabbing the reins, using their fortunes to guide the transition to
cleaner energy toward their favored projects and market strategies.

They are men with household names like Jeff Bezos, Mike Bloomberg, and Bill Gates, along with
other billionaires who have lower profiles but equally large climate ambition. Their role as shadow
policymakers has grown amid the evolution of the Biden administration climate agenda and the
recent U.N. Climate Change Conference in Egypt, _(a)_

It is a growing point of tension in the climate movement, as the pursuits of billionaires come under
heightened scrutiny more broadly. Some of the recent financial and philanthropic misadventures of
figures such as crypto entrepreneur Sam Bankman-Fried and Tesla founder Elon Musk are leading
the public to ask whether these people _(b)_ — or if they are using their influence to steer public
policy toward vanity projects.

Many of these men have benefited from the same industrialization they are now purporting to save
us from. In a recent report, Oxfam International found that 125 billionaires create more emissions
through their investments and lifestyle than all of France.

“They need to pay up, and not as philanthropy,” said Mitzi Jonelle Tan, a climate activist from the
Philippines. “What they are doing is not solidarity or aid. They should not be praised for this. Their
greed has caused the global climate crisis.”

Nevertheless, billionaire engagement in climate action is growing as nations lean evermore on
private companies and philanthropists willing to make big — often financially risky — bets on
decarbonization.

In the United States, in particular, an inability to muster the political support for robust regulations
that limit emissions and force companies to reshape their operations has the government looking
to billionaires to help redirect the economyto _(c)_. “You can’t expect every government to do
everything or be on top of every issue,” Marc Benioff, chief executive of an enterprise software
company, said in an interview. Benioff, an environmental philanthropist himself, has a net worth of
nearly $6 billion, according to Forbes. “There always have been philanthropists and this has been
the role of philanthropy for generations: to help put a light on places where there is a darkness.”
“We can take on more risk and assume more failure than commercial organizations or governments
or NGOs,” he said.

Benioff and Bezos are at the forefront of a U.S. initiative that puts faith in carbon trading to help
solve the climate crisis. Carbon trading allows companies to pay a fee to compensate for their
greenhouse gas emissions.
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